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communications that Sir Ronald Campbell received and
had to forward to London.
The news which spread among a few groups during this
night, which seemed as lugubrious as a wake, disquieted
some and delighted others.
" Thirteen votes in favour of capitulation and nine
against," predicted a man who was skilled at estimating
ballots. " That is, unless-----"
What did he mean by " unless " ?
M. Albert Lebrun might recollect that he was Head of
the State and say : " I will not have my name dishonoured !
I am going to send a message to the country."
M. Jeanneney and M. Herriot might block the path,
and say to the conspirators:
" You have no right to commit this crime against the
country without the authorisation of Parliament. Convoke
both Hoases at once, If you don't, we resign and appeal
to the nation! "
Instead of lending himself to these interminable dis-
cussions in everlasting Cabinet meetings, instead of arguing
and lecturing, M. Paul Reynaud, the Prime Minister, might
throw into one last debate the weight of his authority
as Head of the Government and dictate the law of honour:
" I am Head of the Government. I agree with the
Speakers of the Senate and the Chamber. Gentlemen, I
beg you to hand me your resignations."
And what then ? Why, group a few determined indi-
viduals into a fresh Government of restricted numbers,
appoint a new Generalissimo to organise a real resistance,
during which, if they did not manage to turn one of the
provinces into a fortress, they could at least renew the
miracle of Dunkirk and evacuate to North Africa and
England hundreds of thousands of men who, after a period
of rest and reorganisation, would become the future shock
troops for a triumphal return.
But all this was not a matter of reading a speech or
launching a slogan : it was a matter of will and action.